
A-40Series 

The Toyota A40 transmission family began as part 
of a joint manufacturing venture between Aisin Seiki 
of Japan and Borg-Warner of the United States. This 
partnership produced the first A40 transmiss ion in 
Japan in July 197Z. 

Nearly all rear wheel drive Toyota automatic 
transmissions produced since then can trace their 
heritage back to the A40. It's really the granddaddy 
of them all. As improved transmissions with new 
features such as overdriw and lock-up converters were 
added, they were still based on the original A40 
design. 

A distant cousin of the A40 family was produced 

in England by Borg-Warner for use in Valvos. While 
this transmission looks very similar to the A40, parts 
should not be interchanged . 

The A40 is an all-clutch tmnsrniss ion; there are no 
bands. Two of the clutch packs are used to hold various 
parts of the planetary gearset , and the other three hold 
or release one-way sprag clutches and brakes. All five 
clutch packs use o-ring type piston seals. There are 
no lip-type sea ls. 

Because of the many transmission models pro
duced over the years and the number of different cars 
that they were installed in, it's very important to deter
mine exactly which one you ' re working on. Use the 














