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LOST S.O.S.?
We well remember a

couple of decades ago
when we fi rst st u m b l e d
upon the Merc e d e s - B e n z
pad wear indicator syste m
-- we hadn't been awa re
that such a thing had eve n
been inve n ted. Wow, a
wa rning lamp on the dash
goes on when it's time fo r
n ew linings, and it's so
s i mple. J u st have a gro u n d
pin on the pad that con-
tacts the ro tor when th e
friction material gets th i n .
M u ch more elegant th a n
the noise-ge n e rating ste e l
tab used by other makes -
- no matter how little th e
m o to r i st knows, or care s ,
about things mech a n i c a l ,
he or she can read, so will
k n ow this actually con-
c e rns bra kes, where a s
j u st  hear ing  a  high -
p i tched squeal will just alarm him or her
without pointing in any particular diagnostic
d i re c t i o n .

Fine, but working as an independent at the
time, we quickly found out a distressing fact:
The aftermarket pads we normally bought did-
n't have any facility for attaching the old ground
pin assembly -- and certainly no new assembly.
In other wo rds, installing non-O.E. pads
absolutely defeated this useful feature.

With a genuine Mercedes-Benz O.E. pad set,
on the other hand, you get everything you need
for proper assembly. Not only pads that'll accept
the ground pin, but also the whole assembly

and connecto r. That means the pad wear sys-
tem will be comp l e te ly re n ewed, and you can
expect it to work just as it did on the fi rst
reline cyc l e .

T h e re's more, though. You also get the pro p-
er pad shims, spring clips, hard wa re, etc. to
bring that disc bra ke caliper assembly back up
to like - n ew condition. E ven more imp o rta n t ,
you can re st assured that the friction recipe is
ideal for the application. It'll go a long way in
p reventing comebacks. Plus, it won't hurt 
that you'll be able to adve rtise that your bra ke
jobs are done using genuine Merc e d e s - B e n z
p a rts exc l u s i ve ly.




