
I
n the fountainhead of custom cars and high-performance
mods — California, that is — Ali Afshar is one guy
who’s made a nationwide reputation for himself, not to
mention founding a profitable business (Easy Street

Motorsports), by getting Subaru cars to cover the real estate
at a pace unheard of before. Let’s put it this way: His
streetable Easy Street ESX (a 3,200 lb. WRX), which he
breathed on heavily, now does 0 to 60 in 1.9 seconds, and
blows away the 1/4 mile in 9.44 seconds at 149.5 mph.
That’s on radials, and the car still has a full exhaust system
and interior, even power windows.

That kind of cheek-flattening acceleration obviously
means serious horsepower is on tap.That the boxer’s bottom
end can take it without breaking is testament to the sound-
ness of the basic design (we’ve traced the flat opposed cylin-
der concept back to a WWI fighter plane engi n e ) .
Even more unbelievable, Ali has built a 2005 Subaru STi
dragster that puts out 1,200 hp on alcohol. So far, it’s run the
quarter in the low eights.
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No Limit:
Easy Street Motors p o rt s a n d
S u b a ru Make History To g e t h e r
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Wanna be a Subatuner?

On a much more realistic, practical level, Easy Street
Motorsports has put together a very potent and cool-look-
ing WRX using Subaru of A m e rica SPT (Subaru
Performance Tuning) parts exclusively. The best part? It
retains the factory warranty and is CARB (California Air
Resources Board) legal.

Ali A f s h a r ’s bio is intere s t i n g. Raised on a ranch , he got
i n t e rested in the idea of going fast early in his life. At five, h e
was racing hors e s , then motorcy c l e s , and he started drag rac-
ing a ‘67 Camaro at Sears Point Intern ational Raceway while
still in high sch o o l . M e a n w h i l e, his parents hoped he’d become
a doctor, and out of re s p e c t , he went to college and gr a d u at-
ed as an env i ronmental biology major. D u ring that pro c e s s ,
h oweve r, he discove red he had a knack for getting the most
out of cars where performance was concern e d . He start e d
doing this on the side for fellow students (especially on Buick
Grand National Tu r b o s , w h i ch presages his passion for Subaru
t u r b o charged engines) and soon he was making enough to
a c t u a l ly start a real bu s i n e s s.But there was another facet to his
l i f e : He was having moderate success pursuing an acting
c a re e r. He was in the movie G o d z i l l a, among others , and has
had TV roles in shows such as The King of Queens and Jag.

Ali shifted the focus of Easy Street Motorsports to
Subaru after he bought his first WRX in 2001. While this
model had a worldwide reputation as a terrific rally car, he
saw its potential as an incredible drag racer — intercooled
turbo boosted horsepower getting down to the ground
through AWD.

This vision has grown into an unmitigated success with
s even major NHRA drag racing titles (called “ Wa l ly s ”
for founder Wally Parks), world records, more publicity 
than we’ve seen for anything to do with high performance
for decades, a limited-edition line of Signature ESX/STi cus-
toms (again, s t reet legal), and a booming bu s i n e s s.

Its motto: “Home of the World’s Fastest New Generation
SubaruWRX.”

Visit www.esxmotorsports.com, and, if you happen to
be in California on Dec. 4th, you might want to make plans
to attend the Easy Street Motorsports Subaru Nationals,
billed as “The West Coast’s Ultimate Subaru Competition,”
and featuring both drag racing and autocross. ■

H ow about 0 to 60 in 1.9 seconds, and 1/4 mile in 9.44 seconds 
at 149.5 mph.

The limited-edition line of Signature ESX/STi customs.


