ANTITHEFT
GONE
WILD

I received a distress call from a body shop
for a complaint of a no-start on a 2006
Honda Civic. The shop had just finished
working on the vehicle and decided to
detail the car for the owner as a courtesy.
The detail guy loved his tunes so he
decided to leave the ignition key on and
crank up his favorite station while he was
working. I could only envision this guy dancing
around the car singing “Working at The Car Wash”
and having a good time as he was fully unaware of
the accessory position that car manufactures use to
limit battery drain. When the detailer was all done
with the vehicle he went to crank the engine and
heard the famous slow dragging sound of the engine
followed by a click-click-click. We have all been here
before and a simple jump start with a battery charger
on boost mode or the use of a jumper box always
gets us back on track. The jump start attempted on
this vehicle only provided an extended good crank
with a no-start. The car was running prior to the
battery going dead and now the shop was married to
a no-start condition.

When I arrived at the shop I got in the car and
attempted to start it. It cranked over fine, but
wouldn’t fire. I did notice one thing the body
shop had overlooked. There was a green key icon
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flashing on the instrument panel
(Figure 2), indicating that that vehicle
was immobilized. This Honda uses an
immobilizer receiver and control unit
assembly mounted on the ignition lock
housing (Figure 3). It has a built-in antenna
ring that mounts directly around the key hole
to read the chip embedded within the immobilizer
key. The key for the car was a correct black Honda
key and not a gray valet key with limited use, but
I was puzzled as to why the green key on the dash
panel was flashing. I know from experience that if the
PCM was to be inoperative and the immobilizer unit
lost communication with it, then the immobilizer
unit will flash the green key icon.

I hooked up my Honda HDS scan tool and
performed an All DTC Check to see if there were any
trouble codes on board and to verify that the PCM
was functioning ( Figure 4). I was very surprised
to see no codes in memory and that the PCM was
responding because I was hoping to find something
to give me direction. I just sat there for a moment
thinking about what could have gone wrong. I can
tell you that the worst thing you can ever do on the
cars of today is drag a battery down really low on a
slow crank because it can allow many controllers on
board to lose learned functions. This is why certain



Published: July 31,2011 | Key word: antitheft wild

Figure 3: Close up view of Immobilizer Module ¢
Antenna assembly.

manufactures such as BMW will not allow the vehicle
to crank if the battery voltage is too low. My guess at
this point was that the key’s learned memory might
have been lost.
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CIVIC-2006

AllDTC Check
PGM-FI Confirmed DTCs (Permanent)
No DTC was found
PGM-FI Pending DTCs (Temporary)
No DTC was found

AIT Confirmed DTCs (Permanent)
No DTC was found

AIT Pending DTCs (Tempaorary)
No DTC was found

SRS System Confirmed DTCs (Permanent)
No DTC was found

HONDA ABS Confirmed DTCs (Permanent)
No DTC was found

BODY ELECTRICAL Confirmed DTCs (Permanent)
No DTC was found

Figure 4: Performing ALL DTC code retrieval using
Honda HDS scan tool

Immeobilizer Menu

IlE" System Check, Number of Keys and Status Log

IE" Add and Delete Keys

IlE" Replace Immobilizer Receiver/Control Unit

IlE" Replace ECMIPCM

Il Replace MPCSIMICUIIMOES

IE" Keyless Transmitter Registration

I Exit

Figure 5: Immobilizer Menu view using the Honda
HDS scan tool
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ANTITHEFT GONE WILD

At this point, I decided to relearn the key so I
went into the Immobilizer menu (Figure 5) of
the Honda HDS scan tool and selected “Add and
Delete Keys”. The Honda scan tool cautions us not

to use a key with “T5” stamped on the metal blade
(Figure 6) .This is a clone key without its own identity
and can only be used in a key duplicator machine
used by your local locksmith. This key was a true
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CIVIC 2006 IMMOBI Mode

CAUTION

The tester cannot program keys with a T5 stamped on the blade of the key or with the word ILCO on the plastic head.
These keys can only be programmed with the ILCO key duplicator.

Press [ENTER] to continue
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Figure 6: Caution screen alerting attention to using clone keys
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CIVIC:2006 IMMOBI Mode

System Check

Immobilizer system is not normal
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SYSTEM CHECK

STSTEM CHECKE NUMEEE. : B-1
The ECWPCM is not registered

POSSIELE FATLURE

s The ECWUPCM was not registered.
-7 Ty to register the ECWUT CII by using REPLACE
ECH/PCHM
The commumcation was not good between the ECHITCII
and the Immobdizer unit by Battery voltage low.
The commumication was not good between the Immobdizer

unit and the ECWIPCI by influence of some noise.

Figure 7 Immobilizer error screen view using the Honda HDS
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Honda key, not a T5, so I went through the procedure
to learn the key, but every time I tried to complete the
procedure I received the error message “Immobilizer
System is not Normal” (Figure 7). The HDS provides
a help screen for this error message and directs your
attention to check the PCM for a registration issue or
communication issue with the immobilizer control
unit. Okay, so maybe the PCM lost its alignment with
the immobilizer due to a low battery condition. A lot

of antitheft systems use a separate controller that will
work in conjunction with the main Engine Control
Module to control engine shutdown. Some systems
block starter operation, while others do not, and
some may even prevent spark and fuel pulse at the
same time from occurring. I prefer the systems that
provide a start and stall condition so at least you know
you're definitely dealing with an anti-theft issue.

HWHONDA. Service Bulletin

06-036

are met:
= The security sysiem is set.
= The batiery goes dead.
= Batiery power is connected 1o the vehicle, then
disconnected in a very short period of time
(millizeconds).

is unkniown, go to DIAGMNOSIS.

VEHICLES AFFECTED
2008 Civic 2-Door LX and EX with AT -

From VIN 2HGFG1...6HS00007 thnu
2HGFG1._.8H585071

2008 Civic 2-Door LX and EX with MT -

Frorm VIN 2HGFG1...6HS00007 thnu
2HGFG1._6H565886

2008 Civic Si—
From VIN 2ZHGFG215.6H700001 thru
ZHGFG215.6H708738
2006 Civie 4-Door LX and EX (USA-produced) —
From VIN 1THGFA1 .. SLD00001 thru
1HGFA1._6L118712
2006 Civic 4-Door LX and EX {Japan-produced) —
ALL
2006 Civic 4-Door LX and EX with AT (Canada-
produced) =
From VIN 2ZHGFA1._.GHO300001 thiru
ZHGFA1._6H3220608

2008 Civic 4-Door LX and EX with WT (Canada-
produced) -
From VIN 2HGFAT__.6HS00001 thru
ZHGFA1._BH322038

Appies T 2006 Civie — SEE VEHIGLES AFFECTED August 2, 2006
Immobilizer Indicator Is Blinking, Engine Won't Start

SYMPTOM 2006 Civic Hybrid — ALL

The engine does not start, and the immobilizer 2006 Civic GX (CNG) —

indicator i blinking (especially if the battery recently From VIN 1HGFA465.6L000001 thru

went dead and the emgine was jump-started). 1HGFA4G5. ALO000ZT

PROBABLE CAUSE

The immobilizer IMDES code has been erased. GORRECTIVE ACTION

MNOTE: This problem occurs only if all these conditions

If the wehicle meets these conditions, or if the condition

Replace the under-dash fuserelay box (MIGU).

Under-Oash Fuse/Aelay Boo:
2008 Givic EX 2-Door
AT - P/M 38200-5VA-A32, HAC 8356453
MT — P/M 38200-SWVA-A22, HAC 8356446
2006 Givic LX 2-Door
AT - P/ 38200-5VA-A32, HAG 83564353
MT - P/M 38200-5VA-A22, HAC 8356448
2008 Givic 5i
M/T — P/M 38200-5VA-AZ2, HAC 83536448
2006 Givic EX 4-Door

AT - P/N 38200-5NA-A32, HAG B356188
MT - P/M 38200-SMA-AZ22, HAC 8356180

2008 Givic LX 4-Door
AT - PN 38200-5NA-AZZ, HAC B356188
MT - P/M 38200-SMA-AZ2, HC 8356180

2006 GCivic Hybrid
AT - P/N 38200-SNA-AZ2, HIC 8356108

2008 Civic GX
PN 38200-SHF-AQ2, HIC 83536289

TOOL INFORMATION

KTM Trim Tool Set: T/N SOPJATP2014*
*Available through the Honda Tool & Equipment
Program

Figure 8: Honda service bulletin 06-036 relating the vehicle failure
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So now I went back to the immobilizer menu and
selected “Replace ECM/PCM” to see if registering the
PCM would resolve the problem. I went through the
whole procedure and again the same error message
“Immobilizer System not Normal.” I did not want to
start playing Russian roulette here with automotive
parts, but I’'ve done many of these Honda anti-theft
systems and whenever I've come across this error
message it has always been a new PCM/Immobilizer
Control unit that was installed or a wrong key type
being used. I next went ahead and tried to realign
the Immobilizor Control unit as a last effort, but
again had the same message. Now it was time to do
some soul-searching in hopes of finding a resolution
for for my dilemma.

I started bylooking through alot of service bulletins
in my AllData system, and finally came across one that
seemed to fit. It was titled “Immobilizor Indicator Is
Blinking, Engine Won’t Start” (Figure 8). This bulletin
only pertained to 2006 Honda Civics and states that
this problem will occur on this particular vehicle
after a battery recently went dead and the engine
was jump started. Honda recommends replacing the
under dash fuse/relay panel ECU called the MICU
(Figure 9) due to its loss of the immobilizer IMOES
code. Apparently, this anti-theft system has another
controller in the mix that is not commonly used on
other models. I might have seen the MICU within the
Honda immobilizer menu on certain year/models
before, but never directed my attention toward it. It
just seemed crazy to have a shop have to purchase a
brand-new electronic fuse panel from just a battery
going dead.

Then I started thinking. You know, I'm a gambler
at times and it’s on the immobilizer menu so why
not try to realign this MICU unit back into this so-
called anti-theft network party gone wild. I now
went back to the vehicle and from the Immobilizer
menu I selected “Replace MPC/MICU/IMOES” and
followed the realignment procedure. I got all the way
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to the last step without any error messages and the
car starts up and runs. Okay, now what? I have a car
that runs and a shop that’s beaming with joy. I took a
step back to understand what was going on here. My
guess is that Honda may be having a problem with
its 2006 Civics that can’t keep information in the
volatile memory of the MICU unit if the battery goes
too low. So the company’s resolution is to replace the
unit under a quiet service bulletin without issuing a
recall. What a turn of events! My only hope is that this
one keeps you from jumping the gun on replacing
unneeded parts and teaches you a valuable lesson to
not let battery voltage levels drop too low. 8

Figure 9: Close up view of the under dash fuse/relay
box (MICU)




